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POLICE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Westmont Village Hall - 31 West Quincy Street

Meeting Minutes - October 20, 2022
Draft to be Approved - January 26, 2023

I CALL TO ORDER - Trustee Simonovich called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.

Il ROLL CALL
Committee Staff
Trustee Simonovich (Chair) Village Manager May
Mayor Gunter Assistant Village Manager Parker
Clerk Szymski Police Chief Gunther
Trustee Liddle Fire Chief Riley
Trustee Nero HR Director Brainerd
Trustee Brady Finance Director Cunningham
Trustee Guzzo Deputy Chief Gruen
Trustee Barker Deputy Chief Thompson
Interim PW Director Wucki-Rossbach
Patti Mielcarski (via zoom)
Visitors Assistant to the Police Chief Olsson
Chairman Bob Kovanda Liguor Commissioner Mulhearn
Commissioner Stella Qualizza Sgt. Sean Ryan
Ms. Gina Parrilli arrived at 5:00pm Communications Director Mclntyre (via zoom)
Second Visitor arrived at 5:09pm Admin Assistant Jenny Babyar

[ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Iv. PUBLIC COMMENTS - None
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - July 28, 2022 Police Public Safety Committee meeting minutes were
approved by Motion Trustee Barker made and seconded by Trustee Liddle.
VI. NEW BUSINESS

1. Department Awards

Chief Gunther presented 20 year service awards to Deputy Chief Thompson, Patrol
Sergeant Ryan, and Patrol Officer Hausner, who was absent.
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Annual Volleyball Competition (added to agenda)

Chief Gunther discussed the annual volleyball competition to raise funds for Illinois
Special Olympics which was postponed for the past couple of years due to COVID. The
Fire Department, Westmont School District 201 Teachers, and staff participated in the
event which raised $1,000. This year’s champions were the Fire Department*.

Grants (agenda adjusted)
DC Thompson discussed the grants that have been awarded and the status of grants
that are expected:

a. Body Worn Camera (BWC) grant - $82,000 awarded and waiting for
disbursement. Payment has been requested and waiting for the final review.
$44,000 is expected this fiscal year.

b. License Plate Recognition (LPR) grant - $37,500 for the next two years
awarded. Currently in the permitting phase. Application for grant
reimbursement will be done after cameras are installed.

c. Officer Wellness grant - $7,500 grant application was submitted, but grant
was awarded to Chicago PD.

d. Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) grant -
$250,000 awarded and the Village Attorney is currently reviewing the
agreement.

e. Firehouse Subs grant - $40,000 grant application submitted but grant was
awarded to Chicago agencies.

In total, approximately $370,000 will be received from grants in the next couple of
years. We will provide updates as the grant funds are received.

Side Street Patrol Data

DC Thompson provided additional data related to side street patrol based on Mayor
Gunter’s questions from the last meeting. So far this year, 42% of side street traffic stops
are Westmont residents and 58% are non-residents. 27% of the residents receive a
citation, and 29% non-residents receive a citation. There were 272 stops as of October
19, 2022 which were mostly for speeding violations. Stop sign violations are the second
highest number of violations.

At the last meeting, Trustee Barker asked about traffic stops related to DUIs for
alcohol versus drugs. DC Thompson stated that arrests for DUI drugs require specialized
training. When cannabis was legalized In 2020, there were 52 DUIs of which 2 were drug
related. In 2021, there were 68 DUIs of which 9 were drug related. So far in 2022, there
have been 62 DUIs and 7 were drug related. Therefore the data has shown an increase in
drug related DUIs since cannabis was legalized, as well as the pandemic.

Trustee Simonivich asked if a drug related DUI can be any drug. DC Thompson
responded that it can be any drug, not just cannabis. Mayor Gunter asked if the Village
Prosecutor is prosecuting all the DUI cases. DC Thompson replied that the Village
Prosecutor is prosecuting for misdemeanor DUIs. If the cases are classified as a felony,






